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Next Meeting: Wednesday, 7 to 9 p.m., July 15, 2009 at the American Red Cross, 2731 North 

First Street at Plumeria (between Trimble and Montague Expressway) in San José . 

Speaker: Ian Kluft, KO6YQ — Subject: “Amateur Radio and the Stratofox Aerospace Tracking 

Team”  

 

About Our Speaker — Ian Kluft, KO6YQ, has been an active member, officer, and board 

member of the West Valley Amateur Radio Association. He is a software engineer and 

commercial pilot/flight instructor, and the co-founder of the Stratofox Aerospace Tracking Team.  

He received his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Computer Science from California State University, 

Chico. 

 

As a software engineer, he specializes in C and Perl developme nt, and has worked on projects in 

the areas of embedded systems; software build -tools; server-side web site automation; map-

making; and aviation navigation. He has been programming in Unix since 1984, and with Linux as 

both a user and developer since 1992.  

 

He has been a private pilot since 1989, and is now a commercial pilot, flight instructor, and 

advanced ground instructor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Day Summaries and Photos — 

See the next few pages! 
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Fig. 1 — June 13, 2009 Walk-through at the Mora Hill Field Day Site: 

(left to right): Phil Verinsky, W6TQG; Jon Griffiths, W6PI; Greg Olsen, K6XM; Nick    Ulman, 

kZ2V; Gary Gordon, K6KV; and Greg DesBrisay, N6GD. 

 

 

 

Fig. 2 — The WVARA 2009 Field Day Team Celebrates a Great Weekend. 
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Field Day Results, 2009: Another All-time Record! — by Phil Verinsky, W6TQG 

 

We worked all states except Delaware , 6 provinces (AB, BC, ON, QC, SK, MAR[NS]), and a few 

DX stations. All logs have been uploaded to WVARA's Logbook Of The World and eQSL 

accounts, and 33 states have already QSLed on LOTW. With 14,405 points, WVARA easily beat 

the previous all-time record for 9A-battery. The previous two all-time records were 9,190 points in 

2006 by WVARA and 7930 points in 1995 by Nortown ARC. 

 

This year our QSO count was: 889 CW, 149 Digital and 415 Phone, for a total of 1453 QSOs and 

12,455 points. In addition, we had 1950 bonus points, bringing the total score to 14,405. Last year 

our total score was 11,650 in category  8A-battery. 

 

The biggest improvement compared to last  year was made by CW. With 3 CW stations and 

Gary's (K6KV) HF triplexers, we made 303 more CW contacts compared to last year! The 

triplexers allowed us to have more stations with fewer antennas. 

 

Our antennas worked very well. The digital station worked Japan  and eastern states. CW's 80 

meter contact with W1AW has already been confirmed by LOTW. Phone did well in the east on 

15 meters. 

 

Results have been submitted to ARRL and Logbook of the World. Thank you to all participants for 

a great 2009 Field Day operation! 

 

WVARA Had an Awesome Field Day! — by Jim Peterson, K6EI 

Field Day is a great opportunity to get outdoors, gain experience assembling equipment in the 

rough, and operate a station unde r challenging band conditions. There's plenty of preparation that 

goes into Field Day before the first radio contact ever occurs. That’s part of the overall experience 

as well. Field Day also provides “improvisational opportunities”, since Murphy invariably shows up 

and nothing ever goes quite as expected. And of course, being outdoors means that we get to put 

up wild-n-crazy antennas that our spouses and neighbor s might never allow back home. And with 

Field Day, you're doing this amongst a great set of old and new friends! 

This year the weather was hot, but so were the bands, with plenty of contacts made by our West 

Valley Amateur Radio Assoc team.  We operated QRP in the 9A Battery from Mora Hill 

overlooking Los Altos, California, from an elevation of 500 feet. Saturday’s temperature 

approached 100 degrees, but that didn’t stop us from having loads of fun – especially when 10 

and 15 meters unexpectedly opened up. This year we had 3 HF CW stations, 2 HF SSB stations, 

an HF digital station, a GOTA station, and multiple UHF and VHF stations. Our CW operators 

actually worked 49 out of 50  the states. (Where was Delaware?)  

By the way, if the US/Canada Field Day results for 2009 are similar to 2008, our score of 14,405 

will place WVARA in the neighborhood of #11 out of all 2400 Field Day participants. Of course, 

the 10m and 15m openings undoubtedly benefited other clubs scores as well as ours — but even 

so, 14,405 is a great score! While we like collecting FD points and setting new records, we also 

want to have fun and share the experience with others.   

We had half-a-dozen local hams (not previously associated with WVARA) and a dozen youths 

who dropped by our site to see the balloons and ended up becoming part of our team. In addition, 

our GOTA coaches, Grant and Jeanette, w ere skilled at snagging non -ham hikers that passed by 

and getting them on the air. 
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Here’s a summary of some of this year’s more noteworthy Field Day moments:  

 

 The Coolest Technology : Gary (K6KV) brought two homebrew HF t riplexers that allowed 

us to simultaneously share each HF tribander between three stations running on 10 - 15- 

and 20 meters.   

 The High Point of the Weekend: Svend (KF6EMB) deployed a pair of helium balloon-

supported full -wavelength loop antennas on 40 and  80 meters. These antennas are 

based on WUØI’s award-winning QST article from July 2007, and give new meaning to 

that old 5

th

 Dimension song from the 1960s: “Up, Up and Away with my Beautiful 

Balloon.”   

 The Biggest Grin: Gary (K6KV) got a charge from working W1AW on 80 meters with the 

balloon loop and 5 watts.  

 The Most Exciting Moment: Jack (W6FB)  got a real thrill -- jumping what seemed like 5 

feet straight up -- after literally stepping on a large snake in the grass. Both Jack and the 

snake appeared to b e equally surprised by the experience and rapidly departed the 

scene in opposite directions.   

 

 

 

Fig. 3 — WVARA’s 2009 Field Day Was a Team Effort. 
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Fig. 4 — Keith (KI6BDR) making some late night contacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 5 — Chuck (AD6CL) and first harmonic Michael making SSB contacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


